youthfulness of Mr. Howell’s bear shows that the immigrants have become well 


enough established in their new home to raise families. 
ux 


Tue Ecc ann U.S. 


WE WILL not say there is never a dull moment at the California Academy of Sci- 
ences but at any rate there are not very many. This week, just when a dull moment 
was about to arrive, the U. S. Customs called up with a question: Could we tell 
duck eggs from chicken eggs? We decided we could, and suggested they send us 
some samples to practice on. 

Somewhat puzzled over this interest in natural history in an unexpected quarter, 
we asked some questions in turn. It developed that duck eggs and chicken eggs are 
dutiable at different rates. Thus, through no fault of its own, odlogy has fallen—or 
rolled—from its amateur status and become an applied science. 

The eggs duly arrived and were duly, and we hope properly, identified. What 
intrigued us most was the official-looking form that accompanied them. Had it 
been made out by a plodding clerical assistant, or some mute inglorious Mark 
Twain? Every line on the blank had been carefully filled out, and in the space for 
Maker was typed, “unknown.” ae 


STAFF CHANGES IN ENTOMOLOGY 


Dr. Epwarp S. Ross, formerly Associate Curator and for some time Acting Cu- 
rator of the Department of Entomology, became Curator of the Department on 
July 1. Appointed to fill the position of Assistant Curator, Mr. Hugh B. Leech, 
Agricultural Scientist in the Dominion Entomological Laboratory, is expected to 
arrive soon from Vernon, B.C. 

During the war Dr. Ross commanded an Army Medical Corps Malaria Survey 
Unit in the New Guinea and Philippines campaigns, and was co-author of the 
Mosquito Atlas published by the American Entomological Society. To complete 
this project, vital to the military medical services, Dr. Ross was ordered to duty at 
the U. S. National Museum, Washington, D.C. Upon his return to the Academy 
early in 1946, Dr. Ross resumed his work in the Histerid family of beetles and in 
the Order Embioptera. 

Well-known to Bay Region entomologists, Mr. Leech took his M.S. degree in 
Entomology at the University of California, under Dr. Edwin C. Van Dyke, now 
Honorary Curator of Entomology at the Academy. Our new Assistant Curator is 
a recognized authority on aquatic beetles. 

— 
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY 
Mr. Sanroro S, TEPER, lately an instructor in Botany at Farragut College, Idaho, 
is assisting this summer in the Academy's Department of Botany. During the 
coming college year he will be in Berkeley as a graduate student and teaching 
assistant in Botany at the University of California. 
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August Announcement 


THE REGULAR AUGUST MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in Room 214, Simson African Hall, on Wednesday afternoon, August 20, 1947, 
at three o'clock. The speaker will be Mr. Paul Bonnot, Assistant Aquatic Biologist 
of the California State Division of Fish and Game. His talk, which will be eiceectod 
with lantern slides, will be entitled 


SEA LIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA Coast 


It is probable that no one is better acquainted with our Pacific Coast sea lions 
than Mr. Bonnot, whose first assignment in the Division of Fish and Game was the 
undertaking of a detailed survey of our seal and sea lion populations. His “Report 
on the Seals and Sea Lions of California,” published in 1928 by the Division of Fish 
and Game, was the result of arduous field work on the surf-swept rookeries of our 
rocky California coast and offshore islands. The subject is of particular interest at 
present because of the widely divergent views on sea lions held by the commercial 
fishermen on the one hand and by the conservationists on the other. 


The public is cordially invited. = 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its August 
meeting approved the applications of Mr. Don Greame Kelley, Mr. William R. 
Lasky, Mr. Henry J. Ralston, and Mr. H. A. Wallace for MEMBERSHIP, and of 
David Attwood, Brian Daly, Mary Krois, Emmet Miller, Karl Perry, Peter Ralston, 
Stephen Ralston, and Joan Steinberg for SrUDENT MeEmBERSHIP. If no objection to 
the election of these applicants be received at the office of the Academy within two 
weeks after August 15, they will be considered elected. 


< 


Dati IsLAND UNINHABITED, WITH EXCEPTIONS 


THE ACADEMY NEWS LETTER for June reported that Dr. G. Dallas Hanna, Curator 
of the Department of Paleontology, would spend two months in scientific recon- 
naissance of “uninhabited” Dall Island, Southeastern Alaska. Cornered in the 
Academy Shop the day after his return, Dr. Hanna corrected a slight exaggeration 
in the June notice. Dall Island is uninhabited, with the following observed excep- 
tions: numerous deer; some bears and wolves; plenty of small mammals and insects; 
land snails; slugs eight inches long; puzzling Pleistocene fossils bedded two feet 
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above high tide; a salmon cannery watchman who shares the island with all the 
above the year round and with some two hundred cannery and marble quarry 
workers all summer. These assorted inhabitants enliven a recently formed land- 
scape, but little eroded, the thickly wooded flanks of the island springing sharply 
from inlets deep enough to float battleships. Dr. Hanna brought back specimens 
for the other Academy departments, and is working on his own Dall Island material 
and observations in paleontology and geology. 


<— 


Water BuFFALO Horns GIVEN By Mrs. Ray 


Now on Exuisit in North American Hall, a splendid pair of Water Buffalo horns 
were recently given to the California Academy of Sciences by Mrs. Milton S. Ray, 
whose husband was, until his death in 1946, a Research Associate in the Department 
of Ornithology and Mammalogy. Collected in Johore, India, in 1938 expressly for 
exhibit at the Golden Gate International Exposition of 1939, these horns are thought 
to have the largest span of any Water Buffalo horns ever collected. 


<— 


New Eprror 
Mr. Don GreaMe KELLEY, of Berkeley, joined the Academy staff in July as editor 
of various non-technical publications, present and projected. A graduate of the 
University of California, Kelley spent several years as director of Rand McNally & 
Company’s New York cartographic department. As a Naval Reserve officer in 
World War II, he was assigned to cartographic engineering duty at the Hydro- 
graphic Office, Washington, D.C. The summer of 1940 in Bermuda with Dr. 
William Beebe at the field station of the Department of Tropical Research, New 
York Zoological Society, revived an early interest in biological illustration and 
field work. After the war he free-lanced as a technical illustrator and sometime 
writer for nearly a year before coming to the Academy. Drs. Edwin C. Van Dyke 
and Robert L. Usinger of the Department of Entomology have been trying off and 
on for the past twenty years to get Don to do something useful with his hobby of 
collecting beetles. - 


<_< 


Boranist MEETS BEAR 
ASKED FOR A REPORT on his plant-collecting trip this summer into the San Bernar- 
dino Mountains of southern California, Mr. John T. Howell, Assistant Curator of 
the Department of Botany, replied that he’d met a young bear in the newly created 
Mt. San Gorgonio Wilderness Area. This statement might open a new chapter in 
a bear story which began many years ago with the extermination of bears in this 
mountain region. During World War II—to shift time and scene—bears became 
troublesome in Yosemite Valley because their chief staple, garbage, was greatly 
reduced by the closing of many hotels and camps. To forestall serious trouble, the 
Federal Government transplanted surplus bears to the San Gorgonio area. The 
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